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Chriſtian Reader. 
HEN I firſt began to write my 
thoughts on the much lamented 
death of the Southwark apoſtle 
' ({o-.called) I had no defign of running to 
this length, much leſs to publiſh them; but 
reading them to ſome friends, like-minded 
with myſelf, condoling the churches loſs, 
weeping with them that weep, they deſired 
that they might be made public, to which, 


* tho' with reluctance, at laſt I conſented, 


May the bleſſed Redeemer, who breaks 
not the bruiſed reed, nor deſpiſeth the day 
of ſmall things, vouchſate to accept this 
poor mite caſt into the ſacred treaſury ; and 
if it is made a bleſſing to any, may the glory 
_ redound to Him to whom only it is due. 
Amen. | 
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Thoughts which occurred on the Lord's 
Day evening, june, 6. 1762. 
A ſervant, and dear miniſter of Chriſt, 
and ſteward of the myſleries of God, 
courſe with joy the morning of this Sabbath, 
which indeed is an awful ſtroke to the church 
a great, Food man is fallen in our Iſrael! one 
of Zion's ſons, comparable to fine gold, is no 
Gods choſen, between Him and a finful nation, 
is lallen aſleep in Jeſus! he that was God's 
an interpreter, one among a thouſand, 1s ad- 
vanced to an high 7 that fed the lambs 
4 * 7 F . 
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T hearing of the death of your choice 
the reverend Mr. Jon E Ss, who finiſhed his 
of God L ho can but lament Zion's loſs! truly 
more ! he that ſlood in the gap, with the reſt of 
mouth to his people, an embaſſador for Chriſt, 

Dean un. Wil fo Died, on 
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and tender ones of the flock of the chief Shep- 
herd, with the ſincere milk of the word, and 
relieved by a comfortable meſſage thoſe that 


were faint; ſtrengthening and comforting the 
children of God, is no more heard! his place is 


empty ! That admired body, fo beautiful, thro? 
the meek, lowly and heavenly image of Chritt 
that ſo trancendantly ſhone in it, is now inactive, 
a breathleſs corpſe, fit for the repoſiting in the. 


tomb, and food for worms! the high-born ſoul + 


1s fled to diſtant worlds! conveyed by miniſter- 
ing ſpirits to him that gave its being and nobler 
birth ! joining now the triumphal church of the 
firſt-born, the ſpirits of the juſt made perfect! 
preferred from croſs to crown; from warfare to 
reſt ; from thrawl to throne |! | 

When we reflect on the churches loſs of fo 
valuable alſon, who ſo inviolably adhere too, ſo ex- 
emplarily and unblamably lived, faithfully preach- 
ed, zealouſly maintained, and earneſtly contended 
for the precious truths of an everlaſting goſpel ; * 
in oppoſition to the infernal power and prince 
of darkneſs, his captivated vaſſals, and emiſſa- 
ries! how can any one that loves the cauſe of 
God and truth, but be ſuitably affected! and 
what will yet more contribute to augment our 
concern is, the few he hath left, that are like- 
minded, who love the work and labour of God's 


Harveſt, building and hysbandry, as workers to- 


gether with God herein; who act from no in- 
ferior motive than the glory of the redeeming 

God, and ſalvation of ſinners! Here is caute * 
for great weeping and wailing ! alas, alas! for 
the idle ſhepherds, the faithleſs whatchmen, thoſe 
ſelf ſeekers, men- pleaſers (I had almoit ſaid ſoul- 
deitroyers) who have entered on that work in- 
ſenſible of its nature, and ſtrangers to its ut- 
molt moment and importance, as well as to 


(4) 


thoſe gifts and graces, which are eſſential qua- 
lifications for the miniſterial office] who contrary- 


minded to the deceaſed miniſter of Chriſt, all, 


except a few (like the grape gleanings of the vin- 
tage) ſeek their own, not the things that are 
their profeſſed maſters, Jeſus Chriſt, 
God awaken them, call them by his grace, 
and reveal his Son in them, that they may be 
determined with the wiſe maſter- builder, and great 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, to lay no other foun- 
ation, and know nothing but Jeſus Chriſt and 
him crucified ; ſalvation is to be found in that re- 
jected, diſallowed ſtone, and precious name of Je- 
ſus and in none other]! Doubtleſs thoſe who are at 
caſe in Zion, who are not afflicted for the troubles 
of Joſeph, will be little affected] while the ungodly 
(who hate thoſe that reprove in the gate) triumph, 
ſaying, There, there; ſo would we have it | 
Truly this awful ſtroke, which I am comme- 
morating, is juſt and righteous, conſidering the 
poor improvements which 1s generally made un- 
der ſuch laborious ſervants of Chriſt! Oh, how 
tooliſh are the children of light! how juſtly is 
the candleſtick removed! and that bright ſtar in 
the Redeemer's. right-hand with-held from ſhin- 
ing! May they be excited to more dili- 
gence and fruitfulneſs for the future ! | 
But on the other hand, when we reflect on his 
infinite gain, in this our loſs, we cannot but rejoice, 
and give thanks; eſpecially ſo, if we are ac- 
quainted with the conflicts and warfare of the 
chriſtian life; bleſſed} are the dead, that die in 
the Lord, from henceforth, yea, faith the ſpi- 
Tit, for they reſt from their labours : verily there 
is a Reward for the righteous: mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace, We will then ſay, Hail, happy 
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foul, thou bleſſed of the Lord ! fafe paſſed thro* 


the ſtormy ocean, and landed on that happ 


Yhore, where temptations, and the wicked, ceaſe 
from troubling, and the weary are at reſt! who 


having 77 and found redemption in the 
blood of Jeſus, was intitled to, and is now made 
a partaker of, the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light; being made a child of God by the bleſſed 
ſpirit of adoption, and received into his militant 
family or church below, is now made an heir of 
God, and joint-heir with Chriſt, and received 
into the triumphant family or church above; 
made a living pillar in the upper temple of his 
God to go no more out, celebrating an endleſs 
ſabbath ! triumphing and basking with the glori- 
fied throng in the fields of everlaſting love, drink- 
ing in thoſe uncloying pleaſures, which flow from 
the throne of God and the Lamb; refreſhed no 
more thro? a channel or golden pipe of ordinances, 
but at the inexhauſtible ocean and fountain head of 
immortal bli's | ſinging (hark !) with the hea- 
venly choir, the never ceaſing ſong of free grace 
and redeeming love. 


But alas! here language fails, we can ſpeak of 


glory but in negatives ! ſometimes with Moſes -- 


in a ſimilar caſe, the ſaints are permitted to get 
up to the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Piſ- 
gah, and have a raviſhing view by faith of unſeen 
things, but cannot declare the glory of the land 
afar of, only admire and adore ! *tis not for the 
tongue or pen of any bodied ſaint on earth, 


who have received the weightieſt joys, moſt . 
raviſhing conſolations in Chriſt, and been made to 


drink deepeſt into the ſpirit, to deſcribe or ſet 
torth that exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
prepared for the bleſſed above! yea, the ſcrip- 
ture ſaith, It hath not entered into the heart of 
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(6) 
man fo much as to conceive thoſe things in 
glory, which God hath Jaid up and prepared 
for thofe that love him, whoſe heart would not 
burn at ſuch thoughts as theſe ? ready to ſay 
with Moſes, I beſeech thee ſhew me thy glory! 


D 


- Who that hath taſted a litile of heaven as a drop 


of a bucket, would not gladly die to prove that 
unutterable bliſs in God's preſence, where there is 
fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore ] who 
even among thoſe unhappy ſouls, who choſe not 
the way and work of the ſaints of God, doth 
not love and defire their end and reward; ſaying, 
let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my laft end be like his. But poor fouls ! like 
the ſlothful they deſire and have not: their hopes, 
like the hypocrites periſh, becauſe like Solomon's 
idiot, though there is a price put into their hands 
to get wiſdom, they have no heart to it: and the 
ſcripture aſſure us, when ſpeaking of the bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the godly; As for the ungodly, not 
ſo with them! Oh who would not flee from the 
wrath to come, by a compliance and concurrance 
with the word and Spirit of God, in repenting 
and believing the goſpel, that the Redeemer of 
fallen ſinners may be ſalvation unto their ſouls 
alſo, and give them a lot of inheritance among 
his choſen and ſanctified ones. 
Reader of theſe lines, doth not thy heart pan 

after thoſe priviledges of the children of God? 
this happineſs conferr*d only on thoſe who com- 


mence righteous, by believing on Jeſus, with that 


faith, deſervedly ſtiled by way of ſpper-eminent 
diſtinction (from the dead notional letter, faith of 
nominal profeſſors) thg faith which is of the oper- 
ration of God, which is his gift, wrought iu the 
ſoul by the almighty power of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Go then to Jeſus, the author and 
finiſheroof that work of faith in his people; and 


(7) 


fay, Jeſus ! Jehovah! give me that precious 


gift of ſaving faith, that my foul may be uni- 
ted unto thee, as a living fruitful branch to the 
true vine, that I may hence rejoice in that divine 
conſciouſneſs, that I am cloathed with the wed- 
ding garment, that beſt robe, and white linnen, 
which is the righteouſneſs and purity of the ſaints; 
that for me henceforth to live may be Chriſt, (his 
intereſt and glory) and to die may be my gain: 
and what thou once gave, continue to beſtow, 
and increaſe, till faith be loſt in ſight, hope in 
full ſupreme delight, and everlaſting love. 

Many inferences might be drawn from theſe 


free thoughts, but as paper is ſhort, Iwill con- 


clude with two. 

Let not the ſorrowing church pore too much 
on their loſs, and be caſt down above mea- 
ſure! though when the light's of our Iſrael 
are quenching z miniſter's called home; good 


ſhepherds to go in and out before the flock, 
are no more; and we may fear leſt that threat- 
ned famine of the precious word of life may be. 
fulfilled 3 yet though minifters die, Jeſus lives, 


for evermore ! under ſhepherds in the mediato- 
rial kingdom may be removed ; yet the chief 
Shepherd and biſhop of ſouls continue, the ſame 


yeſterday, to day, and for ever; and will, 


not forfake his people, nor cait off his in- 
heritance: he is given to be the head over all 
things, to the church, which is his body: in 
him dwells all fulneſs, he hath the ſeven ſpi- 
rits of God; yea, on him hang all the glory 


of his father's houlcs, the offspring and flue, 


all veſſels ot fraal} quantity, from the veſſels of 
cups, even to all the veils of flaggous; may 
the unchangable Jelus (hen, in compaſſion to 


his church, raiſe up a juthua to lucceed a Moſes ; 
give back this our Lib, by raiting up, aud 


. 
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anointing an Eliſha! ſen, 
of a Stephen fallen a fleex 
may proſper, and iuitereſ 

What comfort anc 
be drawn hence to tho! 
rich grace hath ſet in t 
run the race ſet before 1 
from the death of depa 
on, perfiſting ſtill to pr 
in all the plain, till th 

ize | truly, heavenly 
ſhall not be in vain in tt 
an end, and your expecta 
come, tho? we are per 
treated, as the filth of th 
of all things, thro? our 
people, and word of his 
deceaſed) yet ſoon come 
be glad and r<joice that v 
for Glory ! Oh who woul 
bandon the flecting bliſs ! 
Chriit, receive pardon, 
ven; following Jeſus in 
withſtanding all the trials 
preſent moment, which 
compared with the glory 
May faith and patience 
every grace of the 8 
ed and encreaſed, that ou 
our lamps trimed and 


our Lord ſaying to us 


and give us that crown « 
is not for me, ſaith Paul. 
only, but for all them alſe 
the Holy Ghoſt given to 
ance of the Lord Jeſus, 
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(8) . 
Eliſha! ſend a bleſſed Paul inſtead 
allen a ſleep! that his reviving cauſe 
and wterett prevail! Amen. 
omfort and encouragement might 
nce to thoſe, whoſe ſtraying feet, 
ith ſet in the way, and given to 
ſet beſore them; to take courage 
th of departed faints, and to go 
fill to preſs forward, not reſting 
ain, till they graſp the immortal 

heavenly travellers, your labour 
1 vain in the Lord, you ſhall have 
our expectation ſhall not be cut off: 


we are perſecuted and vilely en- 


e filth of the world and off-ſcouring 

thro* our adherance to God, his 
vord of his grace; (as this miniſter 

ſoon comes the time, we ſhall be 
joice that we were thus trained up 
h who would not reſiſt pleaſure ] a- 
zeting bliſs ! and by laying hold on 
e pardon, peace, holineſs and hea» 
ng Jeſus in the narrow way, not- 


all the trials and ſufferings of this 


ent, which is not worthy to be 
h the glory that ſhall be revealed ! 
nd patience hold out, and with 
of the Spirit, be ſtrengthen- 
ſed, that our loins being girded, 
imed and burning, we may hear 
ing to us alſo, Come up hither, 
hat crown of righteouſneſs, which 
| ſaith Paul, or miniſters of Chriſt, 
all them alſo, ſaith he, who thro? 
> given to them, love the appear- 
ord Jeſus. Amen. 


F INI S 


